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on the road to better relations. This is the right
road to peace for Pakistan and India, and for
the resolution of the problems in Kashmir.
Therefore, I will do all I can to help both sides
restore the promise and the process of Lahore.

A few months ago we had a ceremony at
the White House to mark the end of Ramadan.
An imam shared a message from the Koran
which tells us that God created nations and
tribes that we might know one another, not that
we may despise one another. During the years
of my Presidency, I have tried to know the
Muslim world as part of our common humanity.
I have stood with the people of Bosnia and
Kosovo, who were brutalized because of their
Muslim faith. I have mourned with Jordanians
and Moroccans at the loss of their brave leaders.
I have been privileged to speak with Palestinians
at their National Council in Gaza. Today I am
proud to speak with you because I value our
long friendship, and because I believe our
friendship can still be a force for tolerance and
understanding throughout the world. I hope you
will be able to meet the difficult challenges we
have discussed today.

If you do not, there is a danger that Pakistan
may grow even more isolated, draining even
more resources away from the needs of the peo-
ple, moving even closer to a conflict no one
can win. But if you do meet these challenges,

our full economic and political partnership can
be restored for the benefit of the people of
Pakistan.

So let us draw strength from the words of
the great Pakistani poet Muhammad Iqbal, who
said, ‘‘In the midst of today’s upheaval, give
us a vision of tomorrow.’’ If the people of Paki-
stan and South Asia are driven by a tolerant,
generous vision of tomorrow, your nation and
this entire region can be the great success story
of the world’s next 50 years.

It is all in your hands. I know enough about
the ingenuity and enterprise and heart of Paki-
stani people to know that this is possible. With
the right vision, rooted in tomorrow’s promise,
not yesterday’s pain, rooted in dialog, not de-
struction, Pakistan can fulfill its destiny as a
beacon of democracy in the Moslem world, an
engine of growth, a model of tolerance, an an-
chor of stability. Pakistan can have a future wor-
thy of the dreams of the Quaid-e Azam.

If you choose that future, the United States
will walk with you. I hope you will make that
choice. And I pray for our continued friendship,
for peace, for Pakistan. Zindabad.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:20 p.m. from the
Presidential Palace. In his remarks, he referred
to Gen. Pervez Musharraf, army chief of staff, who
led a coup d’etat in Pakistan on October 12, 1999.

Statement on the Election of Vladimir Putin as President of Russia
March 27, 2000

In a telephone conversation earlier today, I
congratulated President-elect Vladimir Putin on
his victory in the Russian Presidential elections.

Sunday’s vote was an important milestone in
the development of a democratic Russia. The
people of Russia demonstrated again their in-
tense commitment to democracy. Roughly 70
percent of eligible Russians voted.

In my conversation with President-elect Putin,
I emphasized the importance to Russia and the
world of strengthening the foundations of Rus-
sia’s democracy and deepening its international
integration. President-elect Putin has an oppor-
tunity to translate his electoral mandate into
concrete steps to advance economic reform, to

strengthen the rule of law, to intensify the fight
against crime and corruption, and to join with
us on a broad common agenda of international
security, including arms control, nonprolifera-
tion, and regional peace and stability.

Finally, I emphasized my concerns about the
war in Chechnya. I stressed to President-elect
Putin the importance of launching impartial and
transparent investigations of reported human
rights violations and providing prompt and full
access for international organizations and the
press.
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